
vvEPA 
POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 
PART 1 - SITE INFORMATION AND ASSESSMENT 

/WiPlUni to  
I. IDENTIFICATION 

T2S 
O I STATE[02 SITE NUMBER 

NY NEW 
II. SITE NAME AND LOCATION 
01 SITE NAME common. orfltose/<pftv*nimoofs40f 

Rikers Island 
02 STREET. ROUTE NO.. OR SPECIFIC LOCATION IDENTIFIER 

Rikers Island 
03 CITY 

New York 
04 STATE 

NY 
OS ZIP CODE 

11370 
OS COUNTY 

Bronx 
07O0UNTY 

CODE 
08 CONS 

DIST 

09 COORDINATES LATITUDE 

4fl£. 47-1 -ifl-QJl N 1 
LONGITUDE 

023*1 -52.' _45..Q1'W 
10 DIRECTIONS TO SITE fSfwttop Ami nearest pu&fle mad) 

Rikers Island Bridge from East Elmhurst, Queens, New York. 

IIL RESPONSIBLE PARTIES 
01 OWNER 

City of Nfew York 
02 STREET (Butimst. maHng. mktentiai) 

225 Broadway 
03 CITY 

New York 
04 STATE NY OS ZIP CODE 

10007 
06 TELEPHONE NUMBER 

<212> 374-7935 
07 OPERATOR (It known dfHwni from owner) 

Dept. of Correction 
08 STREET (Busintt. ma&tg. reefctenftoQ 

16-16 Hazen Street 
09 CITY 

East Elmhurst 
10STATE 

NY 
I T ZIP CODE 

11370 
12 TELEPHONE NUMBER 

,212 726-8114 
13 TYPE OF OWNERSHIP tChnk ml 

OA.PRIVATE • B.FEOERAL: 
~fAfftncy/wneJ 

a F. OTHER:. gwaft 

• C. STATE OD.COUNTY KE. MUNICIPAL 

• G. UNKNOWN 

14 OWNER/OPERATOR NOTIFICATION ON FILEiCmkiltkttkit*,! KVlne. On 1"M «a 

• A. RCRA3001 DATE RECEIVED: 
MONTH DAY YEAR 

Q B. UNCONTROLLED WASTE SITEiCfACU iota DATE RECEIVED:. JL -L. 
MONTH OAV YEAR 

C C. NONE 

IV. CHARACTERIZATION OF POTENTIAL HAZARD 
01 ON SITE INSPECTION 

JC YES DATE . 
!.! NO 

BY IChtCk .«thtt apply! 
4 1.5 ; 83 , Q A. EPA SB. EPA CONTRACTOR 

MONTH DAY YEAR O E. LOCAL HEALTH OFFICIAL CJ F. OTHER: 

CONTRACTOR NAME(S): 

! C.STATE 3 O. OTHER CONTRACTOR 

(Speedy}' 

02 SITE STATUS fCa#c* ©««/ 

XI A. ACTIVE C B. INACTIVE • C. UNKNOWN 
03 YEARS OF OPERATION 

1920 I active 
BEGINNING YEAR ENDING YEAH 

• UNKNOWN 

04 DESCRIPTION OF SUBSTANCES POSSIBLY PRESENT. KNOWN. OR ALLEGED 

Alleged burial of chemical wastes, paints and solvents. 

OS DESCRIPTION OF POTENTIAL HAZARD TO ENVIRONMENT AND/OR POPULATION 

The island is composed of fill material and has a total inmate and employee 
population of 13,000. Improper burial of wastes may result in exposure. 

V. PRIORITY ASSESSMENT 

01 PRIORITY FOR INSPECTION ICtfc* m.ningti ermtmnuchtckta. ctmtafa Pull • Woo Mormatioft and Part »• Oatcrtottn oUbKMtaa CoMBtont «tf MeMtoW 

• A. HIGH SB. MEDIUM OC.LOW Q D. NONE 
fatp&ction repufretf promptly) (kupocBoniotpjkop) (lnv*ct on Mrw evaAeMe teste/ {No former action needrf. convtefr current tftsposfionfoffn/ 

VI. INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM 
01 CONTACT 

Mark Hkulenbeek 
02 OF fA goncy. Orgamistion) 

EPA, Edison 
03 TELEPHONE NUMBER 

,201, 321-6685 
04 PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR ASSESSMENT 

Edward F. JfcTiernan 
OS AGENCY 06 ORGANIZATION 

NUS Corp. 
07 TELEPHONE NUMBER 

,201, 225-6160 
08 DATE 

4 ,18,83 
MONTH OAY YEAR 

EPAFORM 2070-12(7-811 

354011 



POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 
fyCDA PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 

** PART 2-WASTE INFORMATION 

L IDENTIFICATION POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 
fyCDA PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 

** PART 2-WASTE INFORMATION 
01 STATE 02 SITE NUMBER 

NY NEW 
POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 

fyCDA PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 
** PART 2-WASTE INFORMATION 

II. WASTE STATES, QUANTITIES, AND CHARACTERISTICS 
01 PHYSICAL STATES fOMcAMIMwpllrf 

£) A.SOUO Q E. SLURRY 
OB. POWDER. FINES XJF.UOUtD 
CC. SLUDGE • DO. GAS 

n n OTwre 
<Semc*r) 

02 WASTE QUANTITY AT SITE 
(IIMSIMI OfMSta OlMAMM* 

AMfStiteMsprtOMQ 

isHsa? -2,000 
NO.OFORUMS 

03 WASTE CHARACTERISTICS ICt~c* *thtf»c>r) 

8 A. TOXIC d^E. SOLUBLE H L HIGHLY VOLATILE 
OB. CORROSIVE • F. INFECTIOUS OJ.EXPU)SIVE 
CC. RADIOACTIVE 003. FLAMMABLE Q K. REACTIVE 
IS 0. PERSISTENT • H.IGN1TABLE D L INCOMPATIBLE 

• M. NOT APPLICABLE 

III. WASTE TYPE 

CATEGORY SUBSTANCE NAME 01 GROSS AMOUNT 02 UNIT OF MEASURE 03 COMMENTS 

SUJ SUIOGE ±1.000 aallons Alleged bufcial of Daint sludoe 
OLW OILY WASTE • 

SOL SOLVENTS 

PSD PESTICIDES ±500 lbs Alleaed burial of extermini. ends 
OCC OTHER ORGANIC CHEMICALS ±500 gallons Alleged burial of misc. unknown 
IOC INORGANIC CHEMICALS cpds. 
ACO ACIDS 

SAS BASES 

MES HEAVY METALS 

IV. HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCESiXf# AAPWMBI tooutt l»4Maii|r CAS MmAtnl 

01 CATEGORY 02SUBSTANCE NAME 03CASNUMBER 04 STORAGE/OSPOSALMETHOO OS CONCENTRATION 06 MEASUREOF 
CONCENTRATION 

SLU Unknown Unknown Burial Unknown 
PSD Unknown Unknown Burial unknown 
UUC unknown Unknown Burial unknown 

• 

V. FEEDSTQCKSffwAAMAiAfCWItaiNrA 
CATEGORY 01 FEEDSTOCKNAME 02 CAS NUMBER CATBGORY 01 FEEDSTOCK NAME 02 CAS NUMBER 

FDS Not applicable FDS 

FDS FDS 

FDS FDS 

FDS FDS 

VL SOURueS OF INFORMATION fen* v*cAcnAruui, ̂ 9. um Ail. imvAia^Mi, npotTl) * 

Site inspection 
EPA Hazardous Waste Hotline Case No. 88-,' EPA Environmental Services Branch, 

Edison, N.J. Files 

EPA FORM 2070-13(7-61) 



_ POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 
PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 

VE~I ** PART 3 •DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS 

L IDENTIFICATION _ POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 
PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 

VE~I ** PART 3 •DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS 
01 STATE 02 SITE NUMBER 

NEW 
_ POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 
VE~I ** PART 3 •DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS 

IL HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS 
01 • A. GROUNDWATER CONTAMINATION 
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 

No potential exists 

02 Q 08SERVE0 (DATE: 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

• POTENTIAL • ALLEGED 

01 Q®. SURFACE WATER CONTAMINATION 
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 

02 • OBSERVED (OATE:. ^POTENTIAL • ALLEGED 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

There are no surface waters on Rikers Island. Potential release of contaminants 
may affect local estuarine waters. 

OMR C. CONTAMINATION OF AIR nnn 020 OBSERVEDffJATE: 
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 13.000 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

CXPOTENTIAL • ALLEGED 

Alleged improper burial of chemicals and hazardous wastes may result in 
contamination of air. 

01 • D. FIRE/EXPLOSIVE CONDITIONS 
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 

NO potential exists 

02 Q OBSERVED (OATE: 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

• POTENTIAL O ALLEGED 

01 • E. DIRECT CONTACT 
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 

No potential exists 

020 OBSERVED (DATE: • POTENTIAL • ALLEGED 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

Q9 K ORSPBUFn fDATF- 4/J.D/B3 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

01 65 F. CONTAMINATION OF SOB. 
03 AREA POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 500 

• POTENTIAL • ALLEGED 

The entire island is basically fill material fron refuse disposal practices during 
the early 1900s. There is a 2 acre active landfill on the island. . 

01 OG. DRINKING WATER CONTAMINATION 
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: _ 

02 • OBSERVED (OATE: 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

• POTENTIAL • ALLEGED 

Drinking water for Rikers Island is supplied from the New York City water supply 
system. 

01 J3 a WORKER EXPOSURE/INJURY 
03 WORKERS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 

02O OBSERVED (DATE: 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

• POTENTIAL R ALLEGED 

Alleged use of city employees to bury wastes on the island may have resulted in 
worker exposure. 

01 RL POPULATION EXPOSURE/INJURY 
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 

TJ nnn 02 p OBSERVED(OATE: 
•WrVVV 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

vCXPOTENTIAL • ALLEGED 

If chemical contaminants are present and enter the atmosphere the inmate and 
employee populations on the island may potentially be affected. 

EPA FORM 20KMS (Ml J 



A 
POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 
PART 3 - DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS 

L IDENTIFICATION 
01 STATE 

NY 
02 SITE NUMBER 

NEW 

U. HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS 

01 • J. DAMAGE TO FLORA 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

02 • OBSERVED (DATE:. .1 • POTENTIAL • ALLEGED 

No potential exists 

01X}*. DAMAGE TO FAUNA 
04 NATffiATTVE DESCRIPTION itoc**tf*—aiatwec>ni 

02 a OBSERVED (DATE:. g POTENTIAL Q ALLEGED 

Release of contaminants mayzesult in damage to fauna. 

02 Q OBSERVED (DATE:, 0 1 R  L  C O N T A M I N A T I O N  O F  F O O O  C H A I N  
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

if contaminants are present and enter the East River, aquatic 
impacted. 

•{POTENTIAL • ALLEGED 

food chains may be 

01 B M. UNSTABLE CONTAINMENT OF WASTES 
(S<na/«unoWSmirthfl tMUnt I _ 

03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: J-i?r WU 

02 • OBSERVED (DATE: 

04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

• POTENTIAL H ALLEGED 

Alleged improper burial of wastes may affect the inmate and employee populations 
of tie island. 

01 O N. DAMAGE TO OFFSTTE PROPERTY 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

No potential exists 

02 • OBSERVED (DATE . • POTENTIAL • ALLEGED 

01 • O. CONTAMINATION OF SEWERS. STORM DRAINS, WWTPa 02 • OBSERVED (DATE:. 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

There are no sewers or V3WTPs on Rikers Island. 

O POTENTIAL Q ALLEGED 

OlJQ P. ILLEGAL/UNAUTHORIZED DUMPING 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRPT10N 

02 • OBSERVED (DATE: 

Rikers island maintenance employee alleges that the 
chemicals and chemical Wastes On the island. 

) • POTENTIAL QCALLEGH) 

has buried numerous 

05 DESCRIPTION OF ANY OTHER KNOWN. POTENTIAL. OR ALLEGED HAZARDS 

See contents Part II. 

IIL TOTAL POPULATION POtENTlALLY AFFECTED: _12*QQQ_ 
IV. COMMENTS 

A Rikers island maintenance employee has reported to the EPA that the 
of Corrections illegally dumped hazardous wastes on Rikers Island. 

V. SOURCES OF INFORMATION iei< kkhcmmku «.e- uat. MM, wi 

Site Inspection 
EPA, Environmental Services Division, Edison, NJ files 

EPA PORM207CM3 (7-61) 

f 


